\

WILLIAM PACA, Efg; Governar. 1784: !
deputy, or any other perfon difcovering or fuing for the fame ; and every merchanf; CHAP
owner.or importer, factor or agent, who'(hall be guilty of {mugpling any dutiable LXXXIV. -
* articles contrary to law, fhall, upon the oath of one or more credible witneffes, for- |
feit and pay, for every fuch offence, one hundred pounds current money; and if |
any merchant, owner or importer, factor or agent, fhall knowingly render a falfe
account of any fuch dutiable articles, he fhall forfeit and pay one hundred pounds
© . current-money, and fhall fuffer as in cafe of wilful and corrupt perjury.
VI. dnd be it enafted, That any naval officer of this ftate, or his deputy, Naval ofcers

fhall have full power and authority to g6 on board, and enter upon, any thip or :nc;{di?tgrc

veffel within this ftate, and the famé to exarniné and fearch, and from fthence to
take and fend on fhore' any goods, wdres or merchandife, liable to duty by law,

if fuch duty be not paid, or fecured to be paid, as aforefaid, “within ten days after A
the arrival or entry of fuch fhip or veffel, and fuch goods, ~wares or-merchandife, . 1
taken or fent on fhore, to detain and fecure until due payment of fuch duties be '
made, and if fuch payment be not made nor fecurity given within two days from - .~
the time.of fuch feizure, the naval officer is hereby empowered to fell the fame '

at au@ion, or {o much thereof as will be fufficient to pay the duties, and ten por :
centusi thereon for charges of fuch feizure and fale; provided that notice fhali-be | | e
given of fuch fale, at the leaft two weeks in the public news-papers at or neareft S 3
the port or place where the fame fhal] happen ; and the faid naval officer or his ‘ K

deputy is hercby authorifed to be and remain on board any fhip or veffel, until | 3
all dutiable articles imported thecmn {hall be unladen and difcharged ; and if any ' ' o
mafter or commander of any thip.or veffel (hall refufe or prevent any naval officer, | 3

or his depaty, from cntering on board his fthip or veflel, or thall offer any vio- :
lence to him, or cither of them, or fuffer the fame to be done on board his thip | % !
or veliel by any of her crew, he fhall forfeit and pay one hundred pounds cur-~ ' 5
rent money ; and if any perfon fhall, with clubs or other weapon, forcibly re-
fift, beat, wound, prevent or impede, any naval officer, or his deputy, in the |
execution of his duty, or fhall attempt to refcue any thip or other-veffel, or any : e
goods, wares or merchandife, feized according to law, every fuch perfon fhall
forfeit and pay not exceeding three” hundred pounds current money,. or fuffer im-. ' : g
prifonment not exceeding fix months, for every fuch offence, at the difcretion of

the judges of the general court, or juftices™ of the county court, where the of
-fence fhall be tried ; and if any naval officer or his deputy f(hall, dire@ly or in-
direttly, take or receive any bribe,. fecompence or reward, or (hall connive at or
collude with any perfon making a falfe entry of any goods, wares or merchan- | S
dife, the naval officer or his deputy, fo offending, thall forfeit and pay one hun- .
dred pounds current money, and be for ever after difabled in his office, and ren- o |
dered incapable of holding any office or employment relating to the duties or -

cuftoms within this ftate; and the perfon giving or offering any fuch bribe, re-
compeice or reward, (hall forfeit and pay one hundred pounds current money.
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VIL. Gnd be if enafted, That it thall and may be lawful to and for any na- Break open 4
val officer, or his deputy, by warrant, under the hand of 4 juftice of the peage boutes ke
(which warrant fhall not be granted but upon information made upon oath or | P |
aflirmation before the faid juftice), accompanied with a conftable, to break open, A
in the day-time, any houfe, warehoufe, ftorehoufe ‘or cellar, to fearch for, {eize, , e
and carry away, any goods, wares or merchandife, fubje& to duty by law, and ' , Z
for which the faid duty fhall not have been paid, or fecured to be paid, . as afore- '
faid; and if any naval officer, or his deputy, or conftable, fhall bé fued or mo.
lefted for any thing done in execution of the powers by this a& given, fuch naval
officer, deputy or conftable; may plead the general ifftie, and give this act in evi-
dence; and if in fuch fuit the plaintiff be nonfuit, or judgment pafs againft him,
the defendant fhall recover double cofts ; and in all a¢tions, fuits or informations,
to be brought, or where any feizure fhall be made purfuant to this a@, if the
property thereof be claimed by any perfon asowner thereof, in every fuch cafe -
the onus probands {hall be upon fuch owner or claimer ; and if any perfon fhall, R
with clubs or other weapons, forcibly hinder, beat, wound, or in anywife op- . 5‘
pofe, impede or prevent, the faid naval officer, or his deputy, or conftable, in the CX~ |
ecution ef anv fuch warrant cranted as aforefaid, or fhall offer any violence to any ‘ £

Treet of , ,

vt

Sy WA

o catorna i Lo i
TUNREG s S b

2ee

e

s

e LT . Ty LR
ot e




